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5 Jy Valentine
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After four months in prison for breaking into safes, Jimmy
g Valentine was released. Soon after that, several safes in the area
were broken into. One shop owner bought a new and stronger safe.
The next morning he discovered it open and empty.

Officer Ben Price looked at the cases. He thought, “It’s Jimmy’s s
work. I'll catch him no matter what.”

Jimmy knew the police were after him. So he often moved from
place to place. At each new place, he broke into safes.
Then he went to Elmore City.
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One day in Elmore, he saw a woman walking down a street.
Their eyes met. In that moment, he decided to start a new life. His

life as a safebreaker was behind him.

; Jimmy opened a shoe store and worked hard for many month:s.
= He made many new friends in the town. People respected him. He
became friends with the woman, Susan Adams. Her father was the
town’s banker. Jimmy asked her to marry him, and she accepted.

Their life together was going to start.

safebreaker ¢mwn  be behind ~ ~IcE>THBEEOLOT  become friends with ~ ~&8L<H3
Susan Adams 2—4 - 7Y LZ(ADEE) banker 7%  was going to ~ ~L&S& LT

one hundred and fifteen 115



1 t ) Mr Adams, Susan’s father, bought a new safe for his bank. He

was very proud of it. One morning he took his family and Jimmy to
the bank to show them the safe. His young grandchildren were
playing near it.
Just then, Ben Price entered the bank. He saw Jimmy. “I've s
got him at last,” he thought. He started toward Jimmy.
? Suddenly there was a cry from Susan. She pointed at the safe.
Its door was closed, and one of the grandchildren was locked in it.
Through the heavy door, they could hear the faint voice of the girl.
“It’s hopeless. Even I can’t open the door,” Mr Adams said.
“And the safe company is many hours away.”

Susan turned to Jimmy. “What can we do?”
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Jimmy looked at Susan and smiled sadly. “Susan,” he said, “I

‘made a promise to myself but I will break it. Only for you, dear.
Only for you.”

He turned to the safe. His old skills came back to him. In ten

s minutes the door was open, and the little girl was back in her

family’s arms.

Jimmy heard Susan’s voice as he walked toward the front door.
He didn’t look back. His life in Elmore City was finished.
Officer Ben Price was standing at the door. “Well,” Jimmy said
© to him, “You caught me at last. Let’s go.”
Ben looked Jimmy over slowly. “I think you made a mistake,
sir. I don’t think I know you. And that young lady is calling you.”
Ben Price turned, left the bank and walked down the street.
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