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[In 1969] Apollo 11 (landed)[on the moon]. Koichi Wakata (was) five
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years old. He (dreamed) [of becoming an astronaut]. [Twenty-seven
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years later], he (made) his first trip [into space].
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He is a lonely man. (BREHE)
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oI (traveled)[into spacel[ three times]. @ [Each time] I (rediscovered) my
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love [for the earth]. ®@The ISS (takes) 90 minutes [to fly around the earth].
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@[For 45 minutes] you (see) the day view, and then [in the next 45 minutes]
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you (see) the night view. oIt (is) very dark [at night]. ©The stars (are
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shining). ®The Milky Way (stretches)[on and on]. ®Our blue planet Earth
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(looks)[ like an oasis [in the vastness of spacell.
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®You (can see) images of the earth [from space] [on TV and computers].
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@But those images (are) very different [from the real view of the earth [from
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space]].@You (can| clearly |see) the oceans, the clouds, the mountains, and
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the rivers.@You (can| even |identify) Japan [by its shapel. I (feel) so
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lucky [to have a beautiful home planet].
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25 1 don’t know [who heis] .
I didn’t know [that he used to be a teacher] .

I don’t know [if he is married] .

He is the man [whom we were talking about yesterday] .

This is a book [which I want you to read] .
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[In 2009], I (wenD[on my third missionlon the ISS]l. It (lasted)[137
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days and 15 hours]. There (were) people [from different countries],
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communication (was) very important. We often (talked)[with each other]
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we(came)[to an agreement].
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Astronauts [from different countries](ate) together [every dayl. That
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(gave) me the chance [to enjoy a variety of space foods]. Each of us (slept)
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[in a room [about the size of a phone booth]]. But you (don’t have to worry)
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[about hurting your back][in weightless conditions]. [As for communicating
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[with our families]], we (could use) both e-mail and video.
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Of course, there (were) some problems. [In spacel], you (cannot take) a
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bath; you simply (wipe) your body [with towels]. Eating [without the help
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of gravityl(is) a problem. |[When|you senbei, it (flies) everywhere.
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hen| you soup, you (have to use) a straw. But [all in alll, I (found)
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life [in space] very comfortable.
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We (were) very busy [with scientific experiments]. However, we also
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(had) time [for some educational experiments]. I (tried) arm wrestling
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[with a Canadian astronaut]. [To our surprisel, both our bodies
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(started)[ to spin around]. [In another experiment], I (tried) calligraphy.
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I (used) too much ink, but it (didn’t drip). My favorite experiment (was)
FAMZRIEE D A v 7 ZffEo T L2 LEAVUEEN R T FADFBKUTA Y DFERRIE

the “magic carpet.” I (put) tape [on my feet][to stick to a carpet]. It

[BEiEOME) 72572 T T —7 %2 1= 2T =y ML 22 72Dl Thi
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One final word. Going into space (is) a frightening experience. There
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(are) many dangers. So why (do| I | go)linto spacel? I (do) it pecause it (is)
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a challenge land because| it (is) important [for humanity]. Astronauts
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[from around the world](are working) together. [Through this experience],
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I (came to believe)[in our common humanity][as citizens of the earth].
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(Remember) that| each one of us (is) a crew member [of Spaceship Earthl].
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